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a number of others. He left behind a Muscovy Drake and a bench-legged beagle, 

Neither was his. 

neither of which I wanted. Ultimately, I got most of my tools back. I was never 

the 

able to get him to get k±x drake or the dog, nor was I able to interest the*r 
reputed owner, his mistress’s brother. 

Thatb drake became the most odious creature in my life. 

We ne joyed seeing him soar off on his frequent visits to our neighbors. My 
wife especially dearly loved to see him fly, both because of the symbolism of 
freedom in flight and because of the power of his flying and the consummate 
grace of his motions, ones he was airborne. Close up, He was hideous to me, 
ungainly and completely loathsome. 

Muscovies are the only domesticated dusk that can really fly. Technically, 
perhaps, they are not even ducks; and despite their names, they have nothing to 
do with Moscow. They originate in Brazil, and their proper name is "peto*. They 
are at least closely related to the other ducks, and if either the ml® or the 
female mates with another breed, the eggs are fertile. The offspring, however, 
are infertile. Muscoviesm are among the best ducks for eating, w;i.th but two major 
disadvantages: th^? grow sLowly, hence require more time to reach L marketable weight, 




and -the females are relatively small, often weighing lest then b & if as much as 
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successfully incubate a large number of eggs. 



Except for his superior flavor when on the table, theye is no kind word 

I am willing to utter for the drake. He is large, powerful, lascivious and a 

notorious miseeginist. In my eyes he is slso pyhsieally hideous. Tne various 

strains of male muscovies have commu corunculated heads and faces, often hoth 

bright and of a vivid crimson. To me. at least, these rpominent growths suggest 
both 

something unclean and repulsive, a feeling accentuated and perpetuated by 

unavoidable association with Clyde's duck. I cannot speak of other Muscovies, 

having to the best of my abilities always avoided them like the plague this one was 

to me, but Clydes, was literally unclean. Not only 

did his unfortunate feather hues make his seem this way - he wss a soiled white 

even after a herd rain - but he was a 1 so , sxkysirsspkziilKB despite his heritage, 

Samuel 

as confirmed a hydrophobiac as Doctor Johnson. 



Doctor Johnson at lesst had the excuse that he was a student at Pembroke 
College, which had no baths. The lexicographer’s aversion to what even in that 
day was regarded as normal bodiily cleanliness he recorded for posterity in his 
account of his correction of the hostess what had long sought his attendance at 
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yielded 



to her importunings ore tot summer. She noticed her g other guests ibund him to 



he less of en attraction that die had anticipeted, and left his company soon after 
encountering him. When. she herself drew neigh the famous man dte had no difficulty 



determining the reason. 

As diplomatically as she could the embarrassed lady, after begging the 

great man’s perdon in advance, informs d him, "You MSSOC smell". 

"My dxar man", he says he replied, "Y^u smell; I_ stink. 

Tli© r© is 

mrj P p r no such extenuation for a duck of sny speciaes. If they have no stream 
or pond, as this one did, they will at least try and bathe in their drinking 
water, he it as shallow as a teaspoon. This one might hare drunk another fLuid 
if any had be® available, but he never bathed in the pond or the streams over 
which he flew. He never even entered it except for an ulterior purpose, which I 
found by far the most repulsive of his many undesireable traits and habits. 

For a reson I bare never understood, unless it was to hurt me , Clyde did 
take the female muscovy with him. Unlike geese, most duek mate promiscuously. The 

charming and conspicuous exception is the mre Mandarin, a fowl of rare and 



almost unique beauty. These 



mate for life and never re-mate should some evil 
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